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Preanbl e
The Contracting Parties,

Consci ous of the intrinsic value of biological diversity and of
t he ecol ogi cal, genetic, social, econonmic, scientific, educational
cultural, recreational and aesthetic val ues of biological diversity and
its components,

Consci ous al so of the inportance of biological diversity for
evolution and for maintaining |ife sustaining systens of the biosphere,

Affirmng that the conservation of biological diversity is a
comon concern of humanki nd,

Reaf firm ng that States have sovereign rights over their own
bi ol ogi cal resources,

Reaffirm ng also that States are responsible for conserving their
bi ol ogi cal diversity and for using their biological resources in a
sust ai nabl e manner,

Concerned that biological diversity is being significantly
reduced by certain human activities,

Aware of the general |ack of information and know edge regarding
bi ol ogi cal diversity and of the urgent need to devel op scientific,
technical and institutional capacities to provide the basic
under st andi ng upon which to plan and inpl ement appropriate neasures,

Noting that it is vital to anticipate, prevent and attack the
causes of significant reduction or |oss of biological diversity at
sour ce,

Noting al so that where there is a threat of significant reduction
or loss of biological diversity, lack of full scientific certainty
shoul d not be used as a reason for postponing neasures to avoid or
m nimze such a threat,

Noting further that the fundanental requirement for the
conservation of biological diversity is the in-situ conservation of
ecosystens and natural habitats and the mai ntenance and recovery of
vi abl e popul ati ons of species in their natural surroundi ngs,

Noting further that ex-situ measures, preferably in the country
of origin, also have an inportant role to play,

Recogni zi ng the cl ose and traditional dependence of many
i ndi genous and | ocal conmmunities enbodying traditional |ifestyles on
bi ol ogi cal resources, and the desirability of sharing equitably
benefits arising fromthe use of traditional know edge, innovations and
practices relevant to the conservation of biological diversity and the
sust ai nabl e use of its conponents,



Recogni zing also the vital role that wonen play in the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity and affirmng
the need for the full participation of wonmen at all levels of policy-
maki ng and i npl ementation for biological diversity conservation

Stressing the inportance of, and the need to pronote,
i nternational, regional and gl obal cooperation anong States and
i ntergovernmental organizations and the non-governnmental sector for the
conservation of biological diversity and the sustainable use of its
conponent s,

Acknowl edgi ng that the provision of new and additional financial
resources and appropriate access to relevant technol ogi es can be
expected to nake a substantial difference in the world's ability to
address the [ oss of biological diversity,

Acknowl edgi ng further that special provision is required to neet
t he needs of devel oping countries, including the provision of new and
addi ti onal financial resources and appropriate access to rel evant
t echnol ogi es,

Noting in this regard the special conditions of the |east
devel oped countries and snall island States,

Acknowl edgi ng that substantial investnents are required to
conserve biological diversity and that there is the expectation of a
broad range of environmental, economic and social benefits fromthose
i nvest ment s,

Recogni zi ng that economnmi ¢ and soci al devel opnent and poverty
eradication are the first and overriding priorities of devel oping
countries,

Awar e that conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogica
diversity is of critical inmportance for neeting the food, health and
ot her needs of the growi ng world popul ation, for which purpose access
to and sharing of both genetic resources and technol ogies are
essenti al

Noting that, ultimately, the conservation and sustainabl e use of
bi ol ogi cal diversity will strengthen friendly relations anong States
and contribute to peace for hunmankind,

Desiring to enhance and conpl ement existing internationa
arrangenents for the conservation of biological diversity and
sustai nabl e use of its conponents, and

Determ ned to conserve and sustai nably use biol ogical diversity
for the benefit of present and future generations,

Have agreed as foll ows:
Article 1. Objectives

The objectives of this Convention, to be pursued in accordance
with its relevant provisions, are the conservation of biol ogical
diversity, the sustainable use of its components and the fair and
equi tabl e sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of
genetic resources, including by appropriate access to genetic resources



and by appropriate transfer of relevant technol ogies, taking into
account all rights over those resources and to technol ogi es, and by
appropriate funding.

Article 2. Use of Terns
For the purposes of this Convention:

"Bi ol ogi cal diversity" nmeans the variability anong |iving organi sns
fromall sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other
aquati c ecosystens and the ecol ogi cal conpl exes of which they are part;
this includes diversity within species, between species and of

ecosyst ens.

"Bi ol ogi cal resources" includes genetic resources, organisnms or parts
t hereof, popul ati ons, or any other biotic conmponent of ecosystens with
actual or potential use or value for humanity.

"Bi ot echnol ogy" means any technol ogi cal application that uses
bi ol ogi cal systens, living organisns, or derivatives thereof, to nake
or nodi fy products or processes for specific use.

"Country of origin of genetic resources" neans the country which
possesses those genetic resources in in-situ conditions.

"Country providing genetic resources" neans the country supplying
genetic resources collected fromin-situ sources, including populations
of both wild and donesticated species, or taken from ex-situ sources,
which may or may not have originated in that country.

"Domesticated or cultivated speci es" means species in which the
evol utionary process has been influenced by hunans to neet their needs.

"Ecosystent means a dynamic conplex of plant, aninmal and mcro-organi sm
comunities and their non-living environment interacting as a
functional unit.

"Ex-situ conservation" neans the conservation of conponents of
bi ol ogi cal diversity outside their natural habitats.

"CGenetic material" nmeans any material of plant, aninal, nmicrobial or
other origin containing functional units of heredity.

"Cenetic resources" neans genetic material of actual or potenti al
val ue.

"Habitat" means the place or type of site where an organi smor
popul ation naturally occurs.

"In-situ conditions" neans conditions where genetic resources exi st

wi thin ecosystems and natural habitats, and, in the case of
donesticated or cultivated species, in the surroundi ngs where they have
devel oped their distinctive properties.



"In-situ conservation" neans the conservati on of ecosystens and natura
habi tats and t he mai nt enance and recovery of viable popul ati ons of
species in their natural surroundings and, in the case of domesticated
or cultivated species, in the surroundi ngs where they have devel oped
their distinctive properties.

"Protected area" neans a geographically defined area which is
designated or regul ated and managed to achi eve specific conservation
obj ecti ves.

"Regi onal econonic integration organization" means an organi zation
constituted by sovereign States of a given region, to which its nenber
States have transferred conpetence in respect of matters governed by
this Convention and which has been duly authorized, in accordance wth
its internal procedures, to sign, ratify, accept, approve or accede to
it.

"Sust ai nabl e use" neans the use of conmponents of biological diversity
in awy and at a rate that does not lead to the |ong-termdecline of
bi ol ogi cal diversity, thereby maintaining its potential to neet the
needs and aspirations of present and future generations.

"Technol ogy" includes bi ot echnol ogy.
Article 3. Principle

States have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations
and the principles of international law, the sovereign right to exploit
their own resources pursuant to their own environmental policies, and
the responsibility to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction
or control do not cause danmge to the environment of other States or of
areas beyond the limts of national jurisdiction

Article 4. Jurisdictional Scope

Subject to the rights of other States, and except as otherwi se
expressly provided in this Convention, the provisions of this
Convention apply, in relation to each Contracting Party:

(a) In the case of conponents of biological diversity, in areas
within the imts of its national jurisdiction; and

(b) In the case of processes and activities, regardl ess of
where their effects occur, carried out under its jurisdiction or
control, within the area of its national jurisdiction or beyond the
limts of national jurisdiction

Article 5. Cooperation

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as
appropriate, cooperate with other Contracting Parties, directly or
where appropriate, through conpetent international organizations, in
respect of areas beyond national jurisdiction and on other matters of
mutual interest, for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogica
diversity.

Article 6. General Measures for Conservation and Sustai nabl e Use



Each Contracting Party shall, in accordance with its particul ar
conditions and capabilities:

(a) Devel op national strategies, plans or programes for the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity or adapt for
this purpose existing strategi es, plans or progranmmes which shal
reflect, inter alia, the measures set out in this Convention rel evant
to the Contracting Party concerned; and

(b) Integrate, as far as possible and as appropriate, the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity into rel evant
sectoral or cross-sectoral plans, progranmes and policies.

Article 7. ldentification and Monitoring

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as
appropriate, in particular for the purposes of Articles 8 to 10:

(a) Identify conponents of biological diversity inportant for
its conservation and sustai nable use having regard to the iIndicative
list of categories set down in Annex |

(b) Monitor, through sanpling and other techniques, the
conponents of biological diversity identified pursuant to subparagraph
(a) above, paying particular attention to those requiring urgent
conservation nmeasures and those which offer the greatest potential for
sust ai nabl e use;

(c) Identify processes and categories of activities which have
or are likely to have significant adverse inpacts on the conservation
and sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity, and nonitor their effects
t hrough sanpling and ot her techniques; and

(d) Mai ntai n and organi ze, by any mechani sm data, derived from
identification and nonitoring activities pursuant to subparagraphs (a),
(b) and (c) above.

Article 8. In-situ Conservation

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as
appropri ate:

(a) Establish a system of protected areas or areas where special
nmeasures need to be taken to conserve biological diversity;

(b) Devel op, where necessary, guidelines for the selection
est abl i shnent and managenment of protected areas or areas where speci al
nmeasures need to be taken to conserve biol ogical diversity;

(c) Regul at e or manage bi ol ogi cal resources inportant for the
conservation of biological diversity whether within or outside
protected areas, with a viewto ensuring their conservation and
sust ai nabl e use;



(d) Pronote the protection of ecosystens, natural habitats and
t he mai ntenance of viable popul ati ons of species in natura
surroundi ngs;

(e) Pronote environmental ly sound and sust ai nabl e devel opnent
in areas adjacent to protected areas with a view to furthering
protection of these areas;

(f) Rehabilitate and restore degraded ecosystens and pronote
the recovery of threatened species, inter alia, through the devel opnment
and i npl enentation of plans or other managenent strategies;

(9) Establish or maintain neans to regul ate, manage or control
the risks associated with the use and rel ease of |iving nodified
organi sns resulting from bi ot echnol ogy which are likely to have adverse
environnental inpacts that could affect the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity, taking also into account the
ri sks to human health;

(h) Prevent the introduction of, control or eradicate those
al i en species which threaten ecosystens, habitats or species;

(1) Endeavour to provide the conditions needed for
conpatibility between present uses and the conservation of biol ogica
diversity and the sustainable use of its conponents;

(j) Subject to its national |egislation, respect, preserve and
mai ntai n knowl edge, innovations and practices of indigenous and | oca
conmmuni ti es enbodying traditional lifestyles relevant for the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity and pronote
their wider application with the approval and invol venent of the
hol ders of such know edge, innovations and practices and encourage the
equi tabl e sharing of the benefits arising fromthe utilization of such
know edge, innovations and practices;

(k) Devel op or nmintain necessary |egislation and/or other
regul atory provisions for the protection of threatened species and
popul ati ons;

(1) Where a significant adverse effect on biological diversity
has been determi ned pursuant to Article 7, regulate or nanage the
rel evant processes and categories of activities; and

(m Cooperate in providing financial and other support for in-
situ conservation outlined in subparagraphs (a) to (I) above,
particularly to devel oping countries.

Article 9. Ex-situ Conservation

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as
appropriate, and predom nantly for the purpose of conplenenting in-situ
neasures:

(a) Adopt neasures for the ex-situ conservation of components
of biological diversity, preferably in the country of origin of such
conponent s;



(b) Establish and maintain facilities for ex-situ conservation
of and research on plants, aninmals and micro-organi snms, preferably in
the country of origin of genetic resources;

(c) Adopt neasures for the recovery and rehabilitation of
t hreatened species and for their reintroduction into their natura
habi tats under appropriate conditions;

(d) Regul at e and nanage col |l ecti on of bi ol ogical resources from
natural habitats for ex-situ conservation purposes so as not to
threaten ecosystens and in-situ popul ati ons of species, except where
speci al tenporary ex-situ measures are required under subparagraph (c)
above; and

(e) Cooperate in providing financial and other support for ex-
situ conservation outlined in subparagraphs (a) to (d) above and in the
est abl i shnent and mmi nt enance of ex-situ conservation facilities in
devel opi ng countri es.

Article 10. Sustainable Use of Components of Biological Diversity

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as
appropri ate:

(a) Integrate consideration of the conservation and sustainable
use of biological resources into national decision-making;

(b) Adopt neasures relating to the use of biological resources
to avoid or mnimze adverse inpacts on biol ogical diversity;

(c) Protect and encourage customary use of biol ogical resources
in accordance with traditional cultural practices that are conpatible
wi th conservation or sustainable use requirenents;

(d) Support | ocal populations to develop and inpl enent renedial
action in degraded areas where biological diversity has been reduced;
and

(e) Encour age cooperation between its governnmental authorities
and its private sector in devel opi ng methods for sustainable use of
bi ol ogi cal resources.

Article 11. Incentive Measures

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as
appropriate, adopt economically and socially sound neasures that act as
i ncentives for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of conponents of
bi ol ogi cal diversity.

Article 12. Research and Training

The Contracting Parties, taking into account the special needs of
devel opi ng countries, shall:

(a) Establ i sh and mai ntain progranmes for scientific and
techni cal education and training in nmeasures for the identification
conservation and sustainabl e use of biological diversity and its



conponents and provi de support for such education and training for the
speci fic needs of devel opi ng countri es;

(b) Pronot e and encourage research which contributes to the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity, particularly
i n devel oping countries, inter alia, in accordance with deci sions of
t he Conference of the Parties taken in consequence of reconmmrendations
of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi ca
Advi ce; and

(c) In keeping with the provisions of Articles 16, 18 and 20,
promot e and cooperate in the use of scientific advances in biol ogica
diversity research in devel opi ng nethods for conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biol ogical resources.

Article 13. Public Educati on and Awareness
The Contracting Parties shall:

(a) Pronot e and encourage understandi ng of the inportance of,
and the nmeasures required for, the conservation of biol ogica
diversity, as well as its propagation through nedia, and the inclusion
of these topics in educational programes; and

(b) Cooperate, as appropriate, with other States and
i nternational organizations in devel opi ng educational and public
awar eness programes, with respect to conservati on and sustai nabl e use
of biological diversity.

Article 14. Inpact Assessnment and M nim zing Adverse | npacts

1. Each Contracting Party, as far as possible and as appropri ate,
shal |

(a) I ntroduce appropriate procedures requiring environnental
i mpact assessnent of its proposed projects that are likely to have
significant adverse effects on biological diversity with a viewto
avoi di ng or minimzing such effects and, where appropriate, allow for
public participation in such procedures;

(b) I ntroduce appropriate arrangenents to ensure that the
envi ronnent al consequences of its programmes and policies that are
likely to have significant adverse inpacts on biol ogical diversity are
duly taken into account;

(c) Pronote, on the basis of reciprocity, notification, exchange
of information and consultation on activities under their jurisdiction
or control which are likely to significantly affect adversely the
bi ol ogi cal diversity of other States or areas beyond the I[imts of
nati onal jurisdiction, by encouraging the conclusion of bilateral,
regional or nultilateral arrangenments, as appropriate;

(d) I'n the case of inmmnent or grave danger or danage,
originating under its jurisdiction or control, to biological diversity
within the area under jurisdiction of other States or in areas beyond
the limts of national jurisdiction, notify inmediately the potentially
af fected States of such danger or damage, as well as initiate action to
prevent or minimze such danger or danmmge; and



(e) Pronote national arrangenents for emergency responses to
activities or events, whether caused naturally or otherw se, which
present a grave and inm nent danger to biol ogical diversity and
encour age international cooperation to supplenent such national efforts
and, where appropriate and agreed by the States or regional econonic
i ntegration organi zati ons concerned, to establish joint contingency
pl ans.

2. The Conference of the Parties shall exam ne, on the basis of
studies to be carried out, the issue of liability and redress,

i ncluding restoration and conpensation, for damage to bi ol ogi ca
diversity, except where such liability is a purely internal matter.

Article 15. Access to Cenetic Resources

1. Recogni zi ng the sovereign rights of States over their natura
resources, the authority to determ ne access to genetic resources rests
with the national governnents and is subject to national |egislation

2. Each Contracting Party shall endeavour to create conditions to
facilitate access to genetic resources for environnentally sound uses
by other Contracting Parties and not to inpose restrictions that run
counter to the objectives of this Convention

3. For the purpose of this Convention, the genetic resources being
provided by a Contracting Party, as referred to in this Article and
Articles 16 and 19, are only those that are provided by Contracting
Parties that are countries of origin of such resources or by the
Parties that have acquired the genetic resources in accordance wth
this Conventi on.

4. Access, where granted, shall be on mutually agreed terms and
subject to the provisions of this Article.

5. Access to genetic resources shall be subject to prior infornmed
consent of the Contracting Party providing such resources, unless
ot herwi se determ ned by that Party.

6. Each Contracting Party shall endeavour to devel op and carry out
scientific research based on genetic resources provided by ot her
Contracting Parties with the full participation of, and where possible
in, such Contracting Parties.

7. Each Contracting Party shall take |egislative, administrative or
policy neasures, as appropriate, and in accordance with Articles 16 and
19 and, where necessary, through the financial mechani sm established by
Articles 20 and 21 with the aimof sharing in a fair and equitabl e way
the results of research and devel opnent and the benefits arising from
the conmmercial and other utilization of genetic resources with the
Contracting Party providing such resources. Such sharing shall be upon
nmutual Iy agreed terns.

Article 16. Access to and Transfer of Technol ogy

1. Each Contracting Party, recognizing that technol ogy includes

bi ot echnol ogy, and that both access to and transfer of technol ogy anobng
Contracting Parties are essential elements for the attai nment of the
obj ectives of this Convention, undertakes subject to the provisions of
this Article to provide and/or facilitate access for and transfer to
other Contracting Parties of technologies that are relevant to the



conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity or make use of
genetic resources and do not cause significant danage to the
envi ronnent .

2. Access to and transfer of technology referred to in paragraph 1
above to devel oping countries shall be provided and/or facilitated
under fair and nost favourable terms, including on concessional and
preferential terms where nutually agreed, and, where necessary, in
accordance with the financial nechani smestablished by Articles 20 and
21. In the case of technol ogy subject to patents and other intellectua
property rights, such access and transfer shall be provided on terns
whi ch recogni ze and are consistent with the adequate and effective
protection of intellectual property rights. The application of this
par agraph shall be consistent with paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 bel ow.

3. Each Contracting Party shall take |egislative, administrative or
policy neasures, as appropriate, with the aimthat Contracting Parties,
in particular those that are devel oping countries, which provide
genetic resources are provi ded access to and transfer of technol ogy

whi ch makes use of those resources, on nutually agreed terns, including
technol ogy protected by patents and other intellectual property rights,
where necessary, through the provisions of Articles 20 and 21 and in
accordance with international |aw and consistent w th paragraphs 4 and
5 bel ow.

4. Each Contracting Party shall take |egislative, administrative or
policy neasures, as appropriate, with the aimthat the private sector
facilitates access to, joint devel opnent and transfer of technol ogy
referred to in paragraph 1 above for the benefit of both governnent al
institutions and the private sector of devel oping countries and in this
regard shall abide by the obligations included in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3
above.

5. The Contracting Parties, recognizing that patents and ot her

intell ectual property rights may have an influence on the

i mpl enentation of this Convention, shall cooperate in this regard
subject to national legislation and international lawin order to
ensure that such rights are supportive of and do not run counter to its
obj ecti ves.

Article 17. Exchange of Infornation

1. The Contracting Parties shall facilitate the exchange of
information, fromall publicly available sources, relevant to the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity, taking into
account the special needs of devel oping countries.

2. Such exchange of information shall include exchange of results of
technical, scientific and soci o-econonm c research, as well as

i nformati on on training and surveying progranmes, specialized

know edge, indigenous and traditional know edge as such and in
conmbination with the technologies referred to in Article 16, paragraph
1. It shall also, where feasible, include repatriation of information.

Article 18. Technical and Scientific Cooperation

1. The Contracting Parties shall promote international technical and
scientific cooperation in the field of conservation and sustai nabl e use



of biological diversity, where necessary, through the appropriate
i nternational and national institutions.

2. Each Contracting Party shall pronote technical and scientific
cooperation with other Contracting Parties, in particular devel opi ng
countries, in inplenmenting this Convention, inter alia, through the
devel opnent and inplenmentation of national policies. In pronoting such
cooperation, special attention should be given to the devel opnent and
strengt heni ng of national capabilities, by neans of hunan resources
devel opnent and institution building.

3. The Conference of the Parties, at its first neeting, shal
determ ne how to establish a clearing-house nmechanismto pronote and
facilitate technical and scientific cooperation

4, The Contracting Parties shall, in accordance with nationa

| egi slati on and policies, encourage and devel op nmet hods of cooperation
for the devel opment and use of technol ogies, including indigenous and
traditional technologies, in pursuance of the objectives of this
Convention. For this purpose, the Contracting Parties shall also
pronmot e cooperation in the training of personnel and exchange of
experts.

5. The Contracting Parties shall, subject to nutual agreenent,
pronmote the establishment of joint research programes and joint
ventures for the devel opnent of technologies relevant to the objectives
of this Convention.

Article 19. Handling of Biotechnology and Distribution of its
Benefits

1. Each Contracting Party shall take |egislative, administrative or
policy neasures, as appropriate, to provide for the effective
participation in biotechnol ogi cal research activities by those
Contracting Parties, especially devel oping countries, which provide the
genetic resources for such research, and where feasible in such
Contracting Parties.

2. Each Contracting Party shall take all practicable neasures to
pronmot e and advance priority access on a fair and equitable basis by
Contracting Parties, especially devel oping countries, to the results
and benefits arising from bi otechnol ogi es based upon genetic resources
provi ded by those Contracting Parties. Such access shall be on nutually
agreed termns.

3. The Parties shall consider the need for and nodalities of a
protocol setting out appropriate procedures, including, in particular
advance informed agreenent, in the field of the safe transfer, handling
and use of any living nodified organismresulting from biotechnol ogy
that may have adverse effect on the conservation and sustai nabl e use of
bi ol ogi cal diversity.

4. Each Contracting Party shall, directly or by requiring any
natural or |egal person under its jurisdiction providing the organi sns
referred to in paragraph 3 above, provide any available information
about the use and safety regulations required by that Contracting Party
in handl i ng such organisnms, as well as any available information on the
potential adverse inpact of the specific organisms concerned to the
Contracting Party into which those organisnms are to be introduced.



Article 20. Financial Resources

1. Each Contracting Party undertakes to provide, in accordance wth
its capabilities, financial support and incentives in respect of those
nati onal activities which are intended to achi eve the objectives of
this Convention, in accordance with its national plans, priorities and
pr ogr ames.

2. The devel oped country Parties shall provide new and additional
financial resources to enable devel oping country Parties to neet the
agreed full increnental costs to them of inplenenting neasures which

fulfil the obligations of this Convention and to benefit fromits

provi sions and which costs are agreed between a devel opi ng country
Party and the institutional structure referred to in Article 21, In
accordance with policy, strategy, programe priorities and eligibility
criteria and an indicative list of incremental costs established by the
Conference of the Parties. OQther Parties, including countries
undergoi ng the process of transition to a market econony, may
voluntarily assunme the obligations of the devel oped country Parties.

For the purpose of this Article, the Conference of the Parties, shal

at its first nmeeting establish a Iist of developed country Parties and
other Parties which voluntarily assune the obligations of the devel oped
country Parties. The Conference of the Parties shall periodically
review and if necessary amend the list. Contributions from other
countries and sources on a voluntary basis would al so be encouraged.
The i npl enentati on of these conmitnments shall take into account the
need for adequacy, predictability and tinmely flow of funds and the

i mportance of burden-sharing anmong the contributing Parties included in
the Iist.

3. The devel oped country Parties may al so provide, and devel opi ng
country Parties avail thenselves of, financial resources related to the
i mpl enentati on of this Convention through bilateral, regional and ot her
nul til ateral channels.

4, The extent to which devel oping country Parties will effectively
i npl enent their conmitments under this Convention will depend on the
ef fective inplenentati on by devel oped country Parties of their

conmi tnents under this Convention related to financial resources and
transfer of technology and will take fully into account the fact that
econom ¢ and soci al devel opment and eradi cati on of poverty are the
first and overriding priorities of the devel oping country Parti es.

5. The Parties shall take full account of the specific needs and
speci al situation of |east devel oped countries in their actions with
regard to funding and transfer of technol ogy.

6. The Contracting Parties shall also take into consideration the
special conditions resulting fromthe dependence on, distribution and

| ocation of, biological diversity within devel oping country Parties, in
particular small island States.

7. Consi deration shall also be given to the special situation of
devel opi ng countries, including those that are nost environnental ly
vul nerabl e, such as those with arid and seni-arid zones, coastal and
nount ai nous ar eas.

Article 21. Financial Mechani sm

1. There shall be a nechanismfor the provision of financial
resources to devel oping country Parties for purposes of this Convention



on a grant or concessional basis the essential elements of which are
described in this Article. The mechani sm shall function under the

aut hority and gui dance of, and be accountable to, the Conference of the
Parties for purposes of this Convention. The operations of the
mechani sm shall be carried out by such institutional structure as may
be deci ded upon by the Conference of the Parties at its first neeting.
For purposes of this Convention, the Conference of the Parties shal
determ ne the policy, strategy, progranme priorities and eligibility
criteria relating to the access to and utilization of such resources.
The contributions shall be such as to take into account the need for
predictability, adequacy and tinely flow of funds referred to in
Article 20 in accordance with the amount of resources needed to be

deci ded periodically by the Conference of the Parties and the

i mportance of burden-sharing anmong the contributing Parties included in
the list referred to in Article 20, paragraph 2. Voluntary
contributions may al so be nade by the devel oped country Parties and by
ot her countries and sources. The nechani smshall operate within a
denocratic and transparent system of governance.

2. Pursuant to the objectives of this Convention, the Conference of
the Parties shall at its first nmeeting determne the policy, strategy
and programre priorities, as well as detailed criteria and guidelines
for eligibility for access to and utilization of the financial
resources including nonitoring and eval uati on on a regul ar basis of
such utilization. The Conference of the Parties shall decide on the
arrangenents to give effect to paragraph 1 above after consultation
with the institutional structure entrusted with the operation of the
financial mechani sm

3. The Conference of the Parties shall review the effectiveness of

t he nmechani sm establ i shed under this Article, including the criteria
and guidelines referred to in paragraph 2 above, not |less than two
years after the entry into force of this Convention and thereafter on a
regul ar basis. Based on such review, it shall take appropriate action
to inprove the effectiveness of the nechanismif necessary.

4, The Contracting Parties shall consider strengthening existing
financial institutions to provide financial resources for the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity.

Article 22. Relationship with G her International Conventions

1. The provisions of this Convention shall not affect the rights and
obligations of any Contracting Party deriving fromany existing

i nternational agreement, except where the exercise of those rights and
obligations would cause a serious danage or threat to biologica
diversity.

2. Contracting Parties shall inplement this Convention with respect
to the marine environment consistently with the rights and obligations
of States under the | aw of the sea.

Article 23. Conference of the Parties

1. A Conference of the Parties is hereby established. The first
neeting of the Conference of the Parties shall be convened by the
Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme not

| ater than one year after the entry into force of this Convention.
Thereafter, ordinary neetings of the Conference of the Parties shall be
held at regular intervals to be determ ned by the Conference at its
first neeting.



2. Extraordi nary neetings of the Conference of the Parties shall be
hel d at such other tinmes as may be deemed necessary by the Conference,

or at the witten request of any Party, provided that, within six

nont hs of the request being comunicated to them by the Secretariat, it
is supported by at least one third of the Parties.

3. The Conference of the Parties shall by consensus agree upon and
adopt rules of procedure for itself and for any subsidiary body it nmay
establish, as well as financial rules governing the funding of the
Secretariat. At each ordinary neeting, it shall adopt a budget for the
financial period until the next ordinary mneeting.

4. The Conference of the Parties shall keep under review the
i mpl enentation of this Convention, and, for this purpose, shall

(a) Establish the formand the intervals for transnmtting the
information to be submtted in accordance with Article 26 and consi der
such information as well as reports submitted by any subsidiary body;

(b) Revi ew scientific, technical and technol ogi cal advice on
bi ol ogi cal diversity provided in accordance with Article 25;

(c) Consi der and adopt, as required, protocols in accordance
with Article 28;

(d) Consi der and adopt, as required, in accordance wth
Articles 29 and 30, amendnents to this Convention and its annexes;

(e) Consi der amendnents to any protocol, as well as to any
annexes thereto, and, if so decided, reconmend their adoption to the
parties to the protocol concerned;

(f) Consi der and adopt, as required, in accordance with Article
30, additional annexes to this Convention

(9) Establ i sh such subsidiary bodies, particularly to provide
scientific and technical advice, as are deened necessary for the
i mpl enent ati on of this Convention

(h) Contact, through the Secretariat, the executive bodies of
conventions dealing with matters covered by this Convention with a view
to establishing appropriate fornms of cooperation with them and

(1) Consi der and undertake any additional action that may be
required for the achi evement of the purposes of this Convention in the
[ight of experience gained in its operation

5. The United Nations, its specialized agencies and the
International Atomic Energy Agency, as well as any State not Party to
this Convention, may be represented as observers at neetings of the
Conference of the Parties. Any other body or agency, whether
governmental or non-governnental, qualified in fields relating to
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity, which has
infornmed the Secretariat of its wish to be represented as an observer
at a neeting of the Conference of the Parties, nmay be admitted unl ess
at least one third of the Parties present object. The adni ssion and
partici pation of observers shall be subject to the rules of procedure
adopted by the Conference of the Parties.



Article 24. Secretariat
1. A secretariat is hereby established. Its functions shall be:

(a) To arrange for and service neetings of the Conference of the
Parties provided for in Article 23;

(b) To performthe functions assigned to it by any protocol

(c) To prepare reports on the execution of its functions under
this Convention and present themto the Conference of the Parties;

(d) To coordinate with other relevant international bodies and,
in particular to enter into such adm nistrative and contractua
arrangenents as may be required for the effective discharge of its
functions; and

(e) To perform such other functions as nay be determ ned by the
Conference of the Parties.

2. At its first ordinary neeting, the Conference of the Parties
shal | designate the secretariat from anpongst those existing conpetent
i nternational organizations which have signified their willingness to

carry out the secretariat functions under this Convention
Article 25. Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technica
and Technol ogi cal Advice

1. A subsidiary body for the provision of scientific, technical and
technol ogi cal advice is hereby established to provide the Conference of
the Parties and, as appropriate, its other subsidiary bodies with
tinmely advice relating to the inplenentation of this Convention. This
body shall be open to participation by all Parties and shall be

mul tidisciplinary. It shall conprise government representatives
conpetent in the relevant field of expertise. It shall report regularly
to the Conference of the Parties on all aspects of its work.

2. Under the authority of and in accordance with guidelines laid
down by the Conference of the Parties, and upon its request, this body
shal | :

(a) Provide scientific and technical assessnents of the status
of biol ogical diversity;

(b) Prepare scientific and technical assessnents of the effects
of types of neasures taken in accordance with the provisions of this
Conventi on;

(c) Identify innovative, efficient and state-of-the-art
t echnol ogi es and know how relating to the conservati on and sustai nabl e
use of biological diversity and advise on the ways and neans of
pronoti ng devel opment and/or transferring such technol ogi es;

(d) Provi de advice on scientific progranmes and internationa
cooperation in research and devel opnent related to conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity; and



(e) Respond to scientific, technical, technol ogical and
nmet hodol ogi cal questions that the Conference of the Parties and its
subsi di ary bodies may put to the body.

3. The functions, ternms of reference, organization and operation of
this body may be further el aborated by the Conference of the Parties.

Article 26. Reports

Each Contracting Party shall, at intervals to be deternined by
the Conference of the Parties, present to the Conference of the
Parties, reports on neasures which it has taken for the inplenentation
of the provisions of this Convention and their effectiveness in neeting
t he objectives of this Convention.

Article 27. Settlenent of Disputes

1. In the event of a dispute between Contracting Parties concerning
the interpretation or application of this Convention, the parties
concerned shall seek solution by negotiation

2. If the parties concerned cannot reach agreenent by negotiation
they may jointly seek the good offices of, or request nediation by, a
third party.

3. When ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to this
Convention, or at any time thereafter, a State or regional econonic

i ntegration organi zation may declare in witing to the Depositary that
for a dispute not resolved in accordance with paragraph 1 or paragraph
2 above, It accepts one or both of the follow ng neans of dispute
settl enent as conpul sory:

(a) Arbitration in accordance with the procedure laid down in
Part 1 of Annex I1;

(b) Submi ssion of the dispute to the International Court of
Justi ce.

4, If the parties to the dispute have not, in accordance with

par agraph 3 above, accepted the same or any procedure, the dispute
shall be submitted to conciliation in accordance with Part 2 of Annex
Il unless the parties otherw se agree.

5. The provisions of this Article shall apply with respect to any
protocol except as otherw se provided in the protocol concerned.

Article 28. Adoption of Protocols

1. The Contracting Parties shall cooperate in the fornulation and
adopti on of protocols to this Convention

2. Protocol s shall be adopted at a neeting of the Conference of the
Parti es.



3. The text of any proposed protocol shall be conmunicated to the
Contracting Parties by the Secretariat at |east six nmonths before such
a neeting.

Article 29. Anendnent of the Convention or Protocols

1. Amendnents to this Convention may be proposed by any Contracting
Party. Anendnents to any protocol nay be proposed by any Party to that
pr ot ocol

2. Amendnents to this Convention shall be adopted at a neeting of
the Conference of the Parties. Anendnments to any protocol shall be
adopted at a neeting of the Parties to the Protocol in question. The
text of any proposed anendment to this Convention or to any protocol
except as may ot herwi se be provided in such protocol, shall be

conmuni cated to the Parties to the instrunent in question by the
secretariat at |least six nonths before the neeting at which it is
proposed for adoption. The secretariat shall al so conmuni cate proposed
anendnents to the signatories to this Convention for information.

3. The Parties shall make every effort to reach agreenent on any
proposed anendnent to this Convention or to any protocol by consensus.
If all efforts at consensus have been exhausted, and no agreenent
reached, the amendnent shall as a |l ast resort be adopted by a two-third
majority vote of the Parties to the instrunment in question present and
voting at the neeting, and shall be submitted by the Depositary to al
Parties for ratification, acceptance or approval

4, Ratification, acceptance or approval of amendnents shall be
notified to the Depositary in witing. Amendnents adopted in accordance
wi t h paragraph 3 above shall enter into force anbng Parties having
accepted themon the ninetieth day after the deposit of instrunents of
ratification, acceptance or approval by at least two thirds of the
Contracting Parties to this Convention or of the Parties to the
protocol concerned, except as may otherw se be provided in such
protocol. Thereafter the anmendments shall enter into force for any
other Party on the ninetieth day after that Party deposits its
instrunment of ratification, acceptance or approval of the amendments.

5. For the purposes of this Article, "Parties present and voting"
nmeans Parties present and casting an affirmative or negative vote.

Article 30. Adoption and Anendnment of Annexes

1. The annexes to this Convention or to any protocol shall form an
integral part of the Convention or of such protocol, as the case may
be, and, unl ess expressly provided otherwi se, a reference to this
Convention or its protocols constitutes at the sane tine a reference to
any annexes thereto. Such annexes shall be restricted to procedural
scientific, technical and administrative matters.

2. Except as may be otherw se provided in any protocol with respect
to its annexes, the follow ng procedure shall apply to the proposal
adoption and entry into force of additional annexes to this Convention
or of annexes to any protocol

(a) Annexes to this Convention or to any protocol shall be
proposed and adopted according to the procedure laid down in Article



(b) Any Party that is unable to approve an additional annex to
this Convention or an annex to any protocol to which it is Party shal
so notify the Depositary, in witing, within one year fromthe date of
the conmuni cation of the adoption by the Depositary. The Depositary
shall without delay notify all Parties of any such notification
received. A Party nmay at any tine withdraw a previous decl aration of
obj ection and the annexes shall thereupon enter into force for that
Party subject to subparagraph (c) bel ow

(c) On the expiry of one year fromthe date of the
conmuni cati on of the adoption by the Depositary, the annex shall enter
into force for all Parties to this Convention or to any protoco
concerned which have not submitted a notification in accordance with
t he provisions of subparagraph (b) above.

3. The proposal, adoption and entry into force of anendnents to
annexes to this Convention or to any protocol shall be subject to the
same procedure as for the proposal, adoption and entry into force of
annexes to the Convention or annexes to any protocol.

4, If an additional annex or an amendnent to an annex is related to
an anendnent to this Convention or to any protocol, the additiona
annex or anendnent shall not enter into force until such tine as the
anmendnment to the Convention or to the protocol concerned enters into
force.

Article 31. Right to Vote

1. Except as provided for in paragraph 2 bel ow, each Contracting
Party to this Convention or to any protocol shall have one vote.

2. Regi onal economic integration organizations, in matters within
their conpetence, shall exercise their right to vote with a nunber of
votes equal to the number of their nenber States which are Contracting
Parties to this Convention or the relevant protocol. Such organizations
shall not exercise their right to vote if their nenber States exercise
theirs, and vice versa.

Article 32. Relationship between this Convention and Its
Pr ot ocol s

1. A State or a regional economic integration organization may not
become a Party to a protocol unless it is, or becones at the sane tine,
a Contracting Party to this Convention.

2. Deci si ons under any protocol shall be taken only by the Parties
to the protocol concerned. Any Contracting Party that has not ratified,
accepted or approved a protocol may participate as an observer in any
neeting of the parties to that protocol.

Article 33. Signature

Thi s Convention shall be open for signature at Rio de Janeiro by
all States and any regional econonic integration organization fromb5
June 1992 until 14 June 1992, and at the United Nations Headquarters in
New York from



15 June 1992 to 4 June 1993.
Article 34. Ratification, Acceptance or Approva

1. Thi s Convention and any protocol shall be subject to
ratification, acceptance or approval by States and by regi onal economc
i ntegration organi zations. Instrunents of ratification, acceptance or
approval shall be deposited with the Depositary.

2. Any organi zation referred to in paragraph 1 above which becones a
Contracting Party to this Convention or any protocol w thout any of its
menber States being a Contracting Party shall be bound by all the
obligations under the Convention or the protocol, as the case may be.
In the case of such organizations, one or nore of whose nmenber States
is a Contracting Party to this Convention or relevant protocol, the
organi zation and its nenber States shall decide on their respective
responsibilities for the perfornmance of their obligations under the
Convention or protocol, as the case may be. In such cases, the

organi zation and the nenber States shall not be entitled to exercise
rights under the Convention or relevant protocol concurrently.

3. In their instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval, the
organi zations referred to in paragraph 1 above shall declare the extent
of their conmpetence with respect to the matters governed by the
Convention or the relevant protocol. These organizations shall also

i nformthe Depositary of any relevant nodification in the extent of

t heir conpetence

Article 35. Accession

1. Thi s Convention and any protocol shall be open for accession by
States and by regional econonic integration organizations fromthe date
on whi ch the Convention or the protocol concerned is closed for
signature. The instrunents of accession shall be deposited with the
Depositary.

2. In their instruments of accession, the organizations referred to
i n paragraph 1 above shall declare the extent of their conpetence wth
respect to the natters governed by the Convention or the rel evant
protocol . These organi zations shall also informthe Depositary of any
rel evant nodi fication in the extent of their conpetence.

3. The provisions of Article 34, paragraph 2, shall apply to
regi onal economic integration organizations which accede to this
Convention or any protocol.

Article 36. Entry Into Force

1. Thi s Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after
the date of deposit of the thirtieth instrunent of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession.

2. Any protocol shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after
the date of deposit of the nunber of instrunments of ratification,

accept ance, approval or accession, specified in that protocol, has been
deposi t ed.

3. For each Contracting Party which ratifies, accepts or approves
this Convention or accedes thereto after the deposit of the thirtieth
instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, it shal



enter into force on the ninetieth day after the date of deposit by such
Contracting Party of its instrument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession.

4. Any protocol, except as otherw se provided in such protocol

shall enter into force for a Contracting Party that ratifies, accepts
or approves that protocol or accedes thereto after its entry into force
pursuant to paragraph 2 above, on the ninetieth day after the date on
whi ch that Contracting Party deposits its instrument of ratification
accept ance, approval or accession, or on the date on which this
Convention enters into force for that Contracting Party, whichever

shal|l be the later.

5. For the purposes of paragraphs 1 and 2 above, any instrunent
deposited by a regi onal econom c integration organization shall not be
counted as additional to those deposited by nmenber States of such
organi zati on.

Article 37. Reservations
No reservations nay be made to this Convention
Article 38. Wthdrawal s

1. At any tine after two years fromthe date on which this
Convention has entered into force for a Contracting Party, that
Contracting Party may withdraw fromthe Convention by giving witten
notification to the Depositary.

2. Any such wi thdrawal shall take place upon expiry of one year
after the date of its receipt by the Depositary, or on such later date
as may be specified in the notification of the w thdrawal .

3. Any Contracting Party which withdraws fromthis Convention shal
be considered as also having withdrawn fromany protocol to which it is

party.
Article 39. Financial Interim Arrangenents

Provided that it has been fully restructured in accordance wth
the requirenents of Article 21, the G obal Environnent Facility of the
United Nations Devel opnment Programe, the United Nations Environment
Programre and the International Bank for Reconstruction and Devel oprment
shall be the institutional structure referred to in Article 21 on an
interimbasis, for the period between the entry into force of this
Convention and the first neeting of the Conference of the Parties or
until the Conference of the Parties decides which institutiona
structure will be designated in accordance with Article 21

Article 40. Secretariat Interim Arrangenents
The secretariat to be provided by the Executive Director of the

United Nations Environnment Programe shall be the secretariat referred
toin Article 24, paragraph 2, on an interimbasis for the period
between the entry into force of this Convention and the first neeting
of the Conference of the Parties.



Article 41. Depositary

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall assunme the
functions of Depositary of this Convention and any protocols.

Article 42. Authentic Texts

The original of this Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese,
Engl i sh, French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shal
be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

I N W TNESS WHEREOF t he under si gned, being duly authorized to that
ef fect, have signed this Convention

Done at Rio de Janeiro on this fifth day of June, one thousand nine
hundred and ni nety-two.

Annex |
| DENTI FI CATI ON AND MONI TORI NG

1. Ecosystens and habitats: containing high diversity, |arge nunbers
of endenic or threatened species, or wlderness; required by mgratory
speci es; of social, economc, cultural or scientific inportance; or

whi ch are representative, unique or associated with key evol uti onary or
ot her bi ol ogi cal processes;

2. Speci es and comunities which are: threatened; wild relatives of
donesticated or cultivated species; of medicinal, agricultural or other
econom ¢ val ue; or social, scientific or cultural inportance; or

i nportance for research into the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of

bi ol ogi cal diversity, such as indicator species; and

3. Descri bed genonmes and genes of social, scientific or econonic
i mport ance.

Annex 11
Part 1

ARBI TRATI ON
Article 1

The claimant party shall notify the secretariat that the parties
are referring a dispute to arbitration pursuant to Article 27. The
notification shall state the subject-matter of arbitration and include,
in particular, the articles of the Convention or the protocol, the
interpretation or application of which are at issue. If the parties do



not agree on the subject matter of the di spute before the President of
the tribunal is designated, the arbitral tribunal shall deternine the
subject matter. The secretariat shall forward the information thus
received to all Contracting Parties to this Convention or to the

pr ot ocol concerned.

Article 2

1. In di sputes between two parties, the arbitral tribunal shal
consi st of three nenmbers. Each of the parties to the dispute shal
appoint an arbitrator and the two arbitrators so appoi nted shal
designate by conmon agreenent the third arbitrator who shall be the
President of the tribunal. The latter shall not be a national of one of
the parties to the dispute, nor have his or her usual place of
residence in the territory of one of these parties, nor be enpl oyed by
any of them nor have dealt with the case in any other capacity.

2. In di sputes between nore than two parties, parties in the sane
i nterest shall appoint one arbitrator jointly by agreenent.

3. Any vacancy shall be filled in the nanner prescribed for the
initial appointnent.

Article 3

1. If the President of the arbitral tribunal has not been desi gnated
within two nonths of the appointnment of the second arbitrator, the
Secretary-General of the United Nations shall, at the request of a
party, designate the President within a further two-nonth period.

2. If one of the parties to the di spute does not appoint an
arbitrator within two nonths of receipt of the request, the other party
may i nformthe Secretary-CGeneral who shall make the designation within
a further two-nonth period.

Article 4

The arbitral tribunal shall render its decisions in accordance
with the provisions of this Convention, any protocols concerned, and
i nternational |aw.

Article 5

Unl ess the parties to the dispute otherwi se agree, the arbitra
tribunal shall determine its own rules of procedure.

Article 6

The arbitral tribunal may, at the request of one of the parties,
recommend essential interimneasures of protection

Article 7

The parties to the dispute shall facilitate the work of the
arbitral tribunal and, in particular, using all neans at their
di sposal, shall:



(a) Provide it with all rel evant docunents, infornation and
facilities; and

(b) Enabl e it, when necessary, to call w tnesses or experts and
receive their evidence.

Article 8

The parties and the arbitrators are under an obligation to
protect the confidentiality of any information they receive in
confidence during the proceedings of the arbitral tribunal

Article 9

Unl ess the arbitral tribunal deternines otherw se because of the
particul ar circunstances of the case, the costs of the tribunal shal
be borne by the parties to the dispute in equal shares. The tribuna
shall keep a record of all its costs, and shall furnish a fina
statement thereof to the parties.

Article 10

Any Contracting Party that has an interest of a legal nature in
the subject-matter of the dispute which nay be affected by the decision
in the case, may intervene in the proceedings with the consent of the
tri bunal

Article 11

The tribunal may hear and determine counterclaims arising
directly out of the subject-matter of the dispute.

Article 12

Deci si ons both on procedure and substance of the arbitra
tribunal shall be taken by a majority vote of its nenbers.

Article 13

If one of the parties to the di spute does not appear before the
arbitral tribunal or fails to defend its case, the other party may
request the tribunal to continue the proceedings and to nake its award.
Absence of a party or a failure of a party to defend its case shall not
constitute a bar to the proceedings. Before rendering its fina
decision, the arbitral tribunal rmust satisfy itself that the claimis
wel I founded in fact and | aw

Article 14

The tribunal shall render its final decision within five nonths
of the date on which it is fully constituted unless it finds it
necessary to extend the tinme-linit for a period which should not exceed
five nmore nonths.

Article 15

The final decision of the arbitral tribunal shall be confined to
the subject-matter of the dispute and shall state the reasons on which



it is based. It shall contain the names of the nenbers who have
partici pated and the date of the final decision. Any nmenber of the
tribunal may attach a separate or dissenting opinion to the fina
deci si on.

Article 16

The award shall be binding on the parties to the dispute. It
shal | be wi thout appeal unless the parties to the di spute have agreed
in advance to an appellate procedure.

Article 17

Any controversy which may arise between the parties to the
di spute as regards the interpretation or manner of inplenentation of
the final decision nmay be submitted by either party for decision to the
arbitral tribunal which rendered it.

Part 2
CONCI LI ATI ON
Article 1

A conciliation conm ssion shall be created upon the request of
one of the parties to the dispute. The comm ssion shall, unless the
parties otherw se agree, be conmposed of five nmenbers, two appointed by
each Party concerned and a President chosen jointly by those nenbers.

Article 2

In di sputes between nore than two parties, parties in the sane
i nterest shall appoint their nmenbers of the comm ssion jointly by
agreement. Where two or nore parties have separate interests or there
is a disagreenent as to whether they are of the same interest, they
shal | appoint their nenbers separately.

Article 3

I f any appointments by the parties are not nade within two nonths
of the date of the request to create a conciliation comm ssion, the
Secretary-General of the United Nations shall, if asked to do so by the
party that nmde the request, nmake those appointnents within a further
two- mont h peri od.

Article 4

If a President of the conciliation conmi ssion has not been chosen
within two nonths of the last of the nenbers of the conmm ssion being
appoi nted, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall, if asked
to do so by a party, designate a President within a further two-nonth
peri od.

Article 5

The conciliation conm ssion shall take its decisions by majority
vote of its menbers. It shall, unless the parties to the dispute
otherwi se agree, determine its own procedure. It shall render a



proposal for resolution of the dispute, which the parties shal
consider in good faith.

Article 6

A di sagreenment as to whether the conciliation conm ssion has
conpet ence shall be decided by the comm ssion

SI GNATORI ES OF THE CONVENTI ON ON BI OLOd CAL DI VERSI TY AT THE TI ME OF
THE UNI TED NATI ONS CONFERENCE ON ENVI RONMVENT AND DEVELOPNMENT

(RIO DE JANEI RO, 3-14 JUNE 1992)

Si gnatory Date of signature
1. Anti gua and Bar buda 5 June 1992
2. Australia 5 June 1992
3. Bangl adesh 5 June 1992
4, Bel gi um 5 June 1992
5. Brazi | 5 June 1992
6. Fi nl and 5 June 1992
7. I ndi a 5 June 1992
8. | ndonesi a 5 June 1992
9. Italy 5 June 1992
10. Li echtenstein 5 June 1992
11. Republ i ¢ of Mol dova 5 June 1992
12. Naur u 5 June 1992
13. Net her | ands 5 June 1992
14, Paki st an 5 June 1992
15. Pol and 5 June 1992
16. Romani a 5 June 1992
17. Bost wana 8 June 1992

18. Madagascar 8 June 1992



19.

20.

21.
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Sweden
Tuval u
Yugosl avi a
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Ecuador
Egypt
Kazakhst an
Kuwai t
Luxenbour g
Nor way
Sudan

Ur uguay
Vanuat u
Cote d'lvoire
Et hi opi a

| cel and
Mal aw
Mauri tius
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Rwanda

San Mari no
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Sri Lanka
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Bur undi
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46.

47.
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49,

50.
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52.

53.
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55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

Chi na
Conor os
Congo

Croati a

Denmocratic People's Republic of Korea

| srael

Jamai ca

Jor dan
Kenya
Latvi a
Lesot ho

Li t huani a
Monaco
Myanmar

Ni ger

Qat ar

Trini dad and Tobago
Tur key
Ukr ai ne
United Arab Emirates
Zaire
Zanbi a

Af ghani st an
Angol a
Argentina
Azer baij an

Bahamas
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