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The Nagoya Protocol and Eden Project 

Introduction 

Written into the Convention on Biological Diversity, The Nagoya Protocol is a piece of legislation 

designed to clarify the procedures, aims and outcomes for the access and benefit sharing (ABS) of 

genetic resources across international borders. This applies to all genetic resources that are covered by 

the CBD, benefits arising from their utilization, as well as use of associated traditional knowledge. 

The Nagoya Protocol is a legally binding instrument and asks parties to implement compliance 

mechanisms to ensure genetic resources are used legally, and to institute penalties if they are not.  

The government in the UK has signed the protocol, however, the process of reinforcement has not yet 

been finalized, and measures are likely to take the form of a criminal sanction from the National 

Measurement Office. 

 

Fig.1. ABS flow diagram. Source -  ABS Information Kit produced and published by the CBD secretariat (2011). 

 

Process of obtaining material 

In a nutshell, the purpose of Nagoya is to ensure that the country of origin is given the choice to decide 

if you can take their genetic material and if your intentions for use are decent. It is necessary to apply 

for a form of Prior Informed Consent (PIC) before you even order, collect or buy wild collected material 
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with the appropriate office in the country of origin. Where you inform the governing body of your 

intentions with said material, and how your organization (Eden Project) intends to meet the countries 

requests. The contact details for each country can be found on the ABS Clearing House website 

(https://absch.cbd.int/) Following this negotiation procedure a set of Mutually Agreed Terms must be 

drawn up to ensure that how, as a user, you intend to honour the country of origin’s requirements. 

Following the successful drawing up of PIC and MAT documents, material can then be collected, bought 

and transferred. 

Records of any new accessions that have gone through this process have to be kept for a minimum of 20 

years. 

Eden Project and Nagoya 

As a large collection holder of plants, Eden Project has to acknowledge this piece of legislation and adapt 

its policies accordingly. Out of Eden Project’s vast plant collection only 4.12% (519 accessions) are wild 

collected, and only a smaller proportion of these have come to Eden directly from in-situ, the others 

coming through a holding institution, e.g.: plants from the Conifer Conservation Project.  

For Eden Horticulture to adapt, an acquisitions policy will need to be drawn up and distributed to the 

team, ensuring that the team are aware that plant material from overseas cannot enter the collection 

without a Material Transfer Agreement from the provider, and if wild collected without PIC and MAT 

documentation being drawn up. 

As the policy suggests this covers material within the CBD, so not necessarily cultivated stock from an 

overseas garden, agricultural centre or nursery. However, in some cases it is difficult to be certain that 

such plant material at some point does not have remote associations with wild collection, so perhaps a 

checklist of requirements should be sent to a new nursery to ascertain whether plant material has been 

obtained in a manner that does not contravene the Nagoya Protocol. Certainly having a minimal set of 

standards such as full name and any existent plant records would be a good place to start. 

If Eden procures plants through suppliers that source plant material from overseas based in the UK, 

again it would be wise to investigate the provenance in a similar way. 

On the whole, we will have to be pro-actively strict in sourcing plant material in future, the added bonus 

is that we have new accessions with better records and a more definite provenance. 

Action Points 

 Draft up Acquisition Policy 

 Communicate Nagoya to Horticultural Team 

 Continue to investigate ‘grey areas’ around protocol by liaising with other organisations (Kew, 

RBGE, IUCN, CITES, FERA) 

 Go through our current list of MTA’s and look for missing documents that will have to be re-

applied for. 


