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Date of observations  (e.g. 5.i ) 4.i 11.i 18.i 26.i 1.ii 8.ii 15.ii 22.ii 1.iii 8.iii 15.iii 22.iii 29.iii 5.iv 12.iv 19.iv 26.iv 3.v 10.v 17.iv 24.v 31.v 7.vi 14.vi 21.vi
SOUTH ROUTE ['ct' = if 'tick', count fls , infls  or spikes  up to 10] March

Access ion No. Name n Bed 2nd 9th 16th 23rd 30th 6th 13th 20th 27th 6th 13th 20th 27th 3rd 10th 17th 24th 1s t 8th 15th 22nd 29th 5th 12th 19th

1928.0136*B 1 Rhod. moupinense  [ct fls ] 1 M03 o o o o o �  1 1 1 2 �  7 1 2 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 �  2 o o o o o
C Bf Bf Bgf Bfg Bgf Bgf Bfg Gbf Gbf Gfb Gfb Gfb Gfb Gfb Gf G

1969.9561*A 2 Rhod. moupinense  [ct fls ] 1 M03 o o o o o o o o o o o o o �  2 o o o o o o o o o o o
Bf G Bg G G G G G

1971.2431*D 4 Rhod. racemosum  [ct fls ] 1 M04 o o o o o o o o o o 1 1 3 4 4 3 2 1 1 �  2 o o o o o
C C C Bf Bf Fb Fb Fbg Fgb Fgb Gfb Gf Gf G

1973.4084*B 5 Rhod. racemosum  [ct fls ] 1 M04 o o o o o o o o o o o 1 3 3 2 2 1 1 1 �  2 o o o o o
C C C Bf Fb Fgb Gfb Gfb Gfb Gfb Gfb Gf G

1922.0004*B 6 Rhod. racemosum  [ct fls ] 1 M04 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o �  1 1 1 1 �  5 �  2 o o o
C Bf Bf Fbg Gfb Gf Gf

1977.2158*H 7a Rhod. mucronulatum  [ct fls] 1 M11 o �  1 o 1 1 �  7 2 2 2 o �  3 �  7 �  3 �  4 �  2 �  3 �  1 o o o o o o o o
Bg Bf Bg Bf Bfg Bfg F:bg Fbg Fgb Gb Gbf Gbf Gbf Gfb Gf Gf Gf G G G G

1973.1146*A 7b Rhod. mucronulatum  [ct fls] 1 M11 �  5 1 1 1 1 �  8 1 1 1 o o �  1 �  6 1 �  5 �  7 �  5 �  2 �  2 o o o o o o
Bfg Bfg Bfg Bf Bfg Bfg Bfg Bfg Fbg Gb Gb Gbf Gbf Gfb Gfb Gfb Gf Gf Gf G G

1979.1541*E 7c Rhod. dauricum  [ct fls ] 1 M11 o o o o o �  1 1 2 4 o 1 1 1 1 1 1 �  4 �  2 o o �  1 o o o o
C Bf Bf Bfg Fbg Gb Gbf Gbf Gbf Gfb Gfb Gfb Gf Gf G G Gf

1979.1540*A 7d Rhod. dauricum  [ct fls ] 1 M11 1 1 �  9 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 �  8 �  4 o o o o o o
Bfg Gbf Fbg Bfg Bgf Bgf Fbg Gfb Gfb Gbf Gfb Gbf Gfb Gfb Gfb Gfb Gfb Gf Gf G G

1969.9412*B 8 Viburnum tinus  [ct infls ] 1 M15 2?? 2?? 2?? 2?? 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 �  6 o o o o o
Bfg Fbg Bfg B:fg Fbg Fb:g Fgb Fgb Fgb Fb:g B:fg B:fg Gfb Gfb Gfb Gfb Gfb Gfb Gfb Gf G

1958.3047*B 9 Sorbus  reducta  [ct fls] mass R16 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o 1 3 1 �  7 o o
C Bf Fb Gfb Gf

1977.4198*A 10 Muscari armeniacum 6 R01 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o 1 2 2 4 4 2 1 �  6 o o
C C C C C Bf Bf Fb Fb Fgb Gfb Gfb Gf Gb G

1933.1041*A 11 Muscari armeniacum mass R14 o o o o o o o o o o o �  8 1 1 2 3 4 4 3 1 1 �  4 o o
C Bf Bf Bf Bf Fb Fb Fb Fgb Fgb Gfb Gfb Gbf G G

1969.9579*A 12 Rhod. racemosum  [ct fls ] mass R23 o o o o o o o o o o o o o �  5 1 2 3 3 3 1 1 1 �  5 o o
C Bf Bf Bf Fb Fgb Fgb Gf Gf Gfb Gf G G

1951.1056*A 12a Arabis  alpina caucas ica mass? R19 � � 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 3? 3 3 3 3 3 2 1 1 1
Fb Fbg F:bg Fb:g Fgb Bfg Fbg Bfg Bfg Bfg Bfg Fbg Fbg Fbg Fbg Fbg Fbg Fgb Fgb Fgb Gfb Gf Gf Gf

1973.1782*C 13 Tulipa sylves tris mass R25 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o 4* �  1 o o o o o o
C C Fb Gf:b G G

1973.1782*B 14 Tulipa sylves tris mass R49 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o 3* �  1 o o o o o o
C C Fbg Gf G G

1996.0608*D 15 Rhod. lutescens   [ct fls] 1 R23 o o o o o o o o o o o o 1 1 2 4 3 2 1 1 �  6 �  2 o o o
C Bf B:f Bf Fbg Fgb Gf Gfb Gfb Gf Gf G

March
2nd 9th 16th 23rd 30th 6th 13th 20th 27th 6th 13th 20th 27th 3rd 10th 17th 24th 1s t 8th 15th 22nd 29th 5th 12th 19th

1965.0940*A 15a Arabis  alpina mass? R23 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o �  4 1 2 3 3 2 2 1 �  3 1 o
C Bf Fb Fb Fb Fb Fb Fgb Gfb Gf Gf G

1997.3581*A 16 Erica tetralix mass U01 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o

1998.0205*D 17 Rosa canina  [ct fls ] 2 U01 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o �  1
Bf

1997.3469*A 18 Calluna vulgaris mass U01 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o

1991.1905*D 21 Lonicera periclymenum 1 U02 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o 1
Bf

1998.0453*E 22 L. periclymenum 1 U07 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o �  2 1 1
Bf Bfg Bf

1975.4027*A 23 Sorbus  reducta  [ct fls] 1 U06 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o �  3 3 1 �  3 o
C Bf Fbg Gfb Gbf G

2003.0016*A 24 Oxalis  acetosella 1 U06 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o 1 2 4 4 2 1 o o o o
C C Fb Fb Fb Fb Fb Fg G

1968.5069*A 25 Sorbus  reducta  [ct fls] mass R05 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o �  2 1 2 1 o o
Bf Bf Fgb Gf

1956.1016*A 26 Sedum aizoon 1 R44 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o
C

1969.4411*A 31 Fragaria californica mass R40 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o �  1 1 1 3 3 1 1
Bf Bf Bf Fbg Fgb Gfb Gbf

1996.2093*B 33 Armeria maritima 4 R37 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o �  1 �  5 �  1
C Bf Bfg Bgf

1958.1470*C 34 Iris  unguicularis  6 R09 ? 2 2 4 1 1 1 �  6 o o 1 o o o o �  2 o o o o o o o o o
Bg Bfg Fbg Fbg Bgf Bgf F:bg Bgf Bg Bg Bf Bg C C G G

1933.0482*A 35 Muscari armeniacum mass R31 o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o 1 2 3 4 3 2 1 1 o o
C C C Bf F:b Fb Fb Fg F:gb Gf Gf Gb G

1997.2880*B 35a Daphne bholua  [ct fls ] 1 R32 2 3 3 ? 4 4 4 4 4 4 4? 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 o o o o
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MayThe diagram (right) 
shows the first few 
rows of the monitoring 
in 2006.

For each taxon and 
week, the upper cell 
gives the ‘tick1-4’
status, and the lower 
cell gives the ‘BFG’
status.

The ‘tick,1-4’ method

The ‘BFG’ method

Simultaneously flowering plants

Flowering in this group builds up 
rapidly to peak flowering, and then 
declines at about the same rate. The ‘B’
and ‘G’ curves are more or less 
symmetrical, and the height achieved 
by the ‘F’ curve is a function of how 
much the ‘B’ and ‘G’ curves overlap.

Simultaneously flowering plants tend 
to have umbels or other compact forms 
of inflorescence (eg Rhododendron 
ponticum), and can be morphologically 
regarded as derivative from the 
sequentially flowering type.

Sequentially flowering plants

The flowers are distributed along an 
axis, with flowering progressing 
distally (eg Digitalis purpurea).

In the extreme case, only one or a 
very few flowers may be open at any 
one time. 

The ‘BFG’ method develops an idea due to Roy 
Thompson, based on the ‘Jeffree diagrams’
developed by E.P.Jeffree (1957).

The total number of reproductive shoots during a 
flowering season is represented as 100%, and at 
any instant each reproductive shoot is in the ‘B’
state (flower bud), ‘F’ state (open flower), or ‘G’
state (gone-over flower).

A count of two of these states, enables the third 
to be calculated. The relative numbers of the 
three states can be represented in graphs (see 
right).

Different taxa have different flowering 
behaviours, and important features of the 
flowering strategy can be seen in the shapes of 
the ‘B’, ‘F’ and ‘G’ curves.

Two extreme types are illustrated here. There 
are presumably many intermediate types, and 
probably others that do not fit easily into this 
spectrum.

Recording the relative numbers of ‘B’, ‘F’ and 
‘G’ reproductive shoots each week (as shown 
along the horizontal axis of each diagram) should 
give an idea of when mass/peak flowering 
occurs.

‘tick1-4’ develops a method used by Liz Rogers in the 
tropical rain forest of West Africa. 

It is assumed that the observer has a reasonably clear idea of 
what ‘fully in flower’ looks like, which would correspond to 
100% flowering.

Scores ‘1’, ‘2’, ‘3’ and ‘4’ correspond to ‘up to 25%’, ’26-
50%’, ’51-75%’ and ’76-100%’ flowering.

At the same time, it is useful to know if there is a small 
number of open flowers at the start or end of the flowering 
season. The tick symbol denotes up to 10 flowers open, and 
where possible the actual count of flowers (or 
inflorescences in some taxa) is given beside the tick. 
(Where the tick is being used, ‘1’ denotes ‘>10 
flowers/inflorescences and up to 25% flower cover’.)

To the right is shown one possible form of diagram 
to display the ‘tick1-4’ observations, using a 
hypothetical example. 

The flower/inflorescence counts use a logarithmic 
scale in the lower part of the diagram.

Columns are used for the ‘1-4’ scores, using a linear 
scale, but extending below the zero level on the 
scale; thus the columns are not proportional to the 
scores (which in any case denote intervals, not point 
values).

The intention is merely to give an instant impression 
of the course of flowering using the rapid-survey 
data.


